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It was a great first 
week back to school 
last week. I wanted 
to give a shout out to 
our wonderful staff 
for the great job they 
are doing. I visited 
all schools and I saw 
many great things 
going on. The stu-

dents were engaged 
and staff were work-
ing hard to make 
sure that learning 
was the focus.

As the Superinten-
dent, I was so proud 
of the work that I 
saw. We have many 
new staff members 
and they have all 
hit the ground run-
ning. While we are 
not fully staffed at 
this point - and need 
just a handful of po-
sitions filled - I also 
wanted to send a 
special thank you for 
the hard work of our 
Principals, HR staff, 

finance staff, and 
anyone else involved 
in the hiring process. 
I can tell you that 
many districts are 
very envious of the 
position we are in, 
as many started the 
year needing dozens 
and, in some cas-
es, hundreds of po-
sitions filled. That 
is not the case in 
Montgomery Coun-
ty Schools because 
of the great work of 
our staff members in 
getting those posi-
tions filled over the 
summer. Many peo-
ple ask me, “What 

do you guys do over 
the summer?” This 
successful opening 
of school is a tes-
tament to that hard 
work.

The Board of Ed-
ucation is providing 
all staff members 
with a little gift to-
day to thank them 
for their hard work. 
It is a small token, 
but we hope our staff 
members enjoy it. I 
know I will enjoy my 
doughnut with a spe-
cial salute to the best 
Board of Education 
in the state of North 
Carolina. They are 

always thinking 
about the staff and 
doing all they can to 
reward our valuable 
staff members.

Why are we so well 
staffed when other 
school districts are 
not? The foresight 
and vision of the 
Montgomery County 
Board of Education 
is why. By utiliz-
ing federal funds to 
provide a retention 
bonus to those who 
stayed with us and 
a recruitment bonus 
to our newer staff 
members, we are 
not in a predicament 

like you see in oth-
er places. While the 
doughnut is a small 
token of thanks, the 
Board has shown 
their appreciation all 
throughout the pan-
demic.

With our great 
people and such a 
great Board, there 
is nothing we can-
not accomplish. I 
am proud to be the 
Superintendent in 
Montgomery Coun-
ty. There’s no better 
place to be.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

LEFT: Amanda Henley is a 3rd grade 
teacher at Star Elementary. Filled with 
Hogwarts relics, Mrs. Henley’s room 
transports students to the magical world 
of witchcraft and wizardry. “I fell in love 
with Harry Potter as a student,” says Hen-
ley. “Now, as we read the first book togeth-
er, my students connect with the characters 
and begin to really understand the decor.”

The All-Star Classrooms of Montgomery County

LEFT: Pebble Byrd is a 2nd grade teach-
er at Troy Elementary. Byrd’s room is de-
signed with inclusivity in mind. Instead of 
rigid desks, Byrd’s room features lots of 
flexible, unassigned seating - beanbags, so-
fas, and stools of all shapes and sizes. “It 
has eliminated a lot of behavior problems in 
the class,” says Byrd. “I don’t think I could 
ever go back to traditional desks in rows!”

LEFT: Effie Arces is a 3rd grade teacher 
at Candor Elementary. Mrs. Arces’ room re-
sembles a bright and beautiful garden, with 
sunflowers gracing nearly every surface. 
“I simply desire a classroom that once stu-
dents enter, they feel welcome,” says Arc-
es. “I want our class to be like a sunflower; 
even on our darkest days, we will stand tall 
and find the courage to be bright.”

RIGHT: Jennifer Pieczyski is a social 
studies teacher at Montgomery Central 
High School, teaching U.S. history. Piec-
zyski’s room is stuffed with projects craft-
ed by her students over the years. “Many 
models are also up in the Media Center,” 
says Pieczyski. “These projects are creat-
ed by my students on different topics and 
events, like the Chicano Movement.”

RIGHT: Kim Simpson is an 8th grade 
ELA teacher at West Middle School. With a 
woodsy, nature-inspired theme, Simpson’s 
classroom feels like a “safe, cozy home 
where we can all become a school family.” 
With tables instead of desks, her class pro-
motes collaboration. “As the teacher, the 
flow and decor keeps me upbeat and gives 

me easy access to my student groups.”

RIGHT: Destiny Garner is the EC teacher 
at Page Street Elementary. Garner’s class-
room is full of rainbows. “We wanted it to 
be bright and inviting,” says Garner. “We 
wanted to embrace the students’ differenc-
es, so our classroom reminds each of them 
that they are a rainbow of possibilities. The 
children love it! They point to the colors 
and rainbows and smile!”
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M o n t g o m e r y 
County Schools has 
been fortunate to re-
ceive millions and 
millions of dollars 
in grants over the 
years. One of those 
grants, called a 21st 
Century grant, al-
lowed us to offer an 
after school program 

in our elementary 
schools. For obvious 
reasons, that grant 
was very helpful for 
working families 
and allowed students 
to get much needed 
extra help and sup-
port after school.

Unfortunately, we 
are in what is known 
as a “gap year” in 
that we will not re-
ceive those funds 
for this school year. 
While we fully ex-
pect that our grant 
application for these 
funds will be accept-
ed and approved next 
year, it does leave 
us with the issue of 

what to do this year. 
Our staff worked dil-
igently to develop a 
plan for a paid after 
school service to fill 
this need. We looked 
at multiple models 
and developed a plan 
that was cheaper 
than any of our local 
competitors.

At the behest of the 
Board of Education, 
we also trimmed ex-
penses down to the 
bare bones so that 
discounts could be 
offered to families 
with multiple chil-
dren. Obviously, 
we cannot offer the 
service free as the 

program through the 
grants costed several 
hundred thousands 
of dollars per year. 
However, we have 
developed a program 
to help working fam-
ilies at a minimal 
cost.

Even though the 
cost is minimal, any 
amount paid will be 
difficult for families 
that are surviving 
paycheck to pay-
check. We realize 
that. However, we 
also feel not offering 
the service would 
be even more detri-
mental. We are pre-
paring letters to go 

out to donors to help 
families who most in 
need.

It was refreshing 
to see the story that 
Robert Jordan was 
building a facility 
that includes child-
care for his employ-
ees. We certainly 
need more childcare 
options in Montgom-
ery County, not less. 
We are working to 
fill that need as beast 
as we can as well. We 
will continue to seek 
out grants to contin-
ue the program and 
do all that we can in 
“gap years” to make 
it affordable for 

families. We know 
the day does not end 
for our hard-work-
ing families when 
the school bell rings, 
and we remain com-
mitted to helping 
families in any way 
that we can.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

After-School Program Shout-Out

Scenes from the 1st Week of School

Page Street Receives NCCF Grant

Whether you’re a new 
kindergartener or a 
seasoned high school-
er, the first week of 
school is always ex-
citing and hectic. 
Students across the 
district got to know 
their new teachers 
and classmates. “It’s 
very important to start 
the school year on a 
positive note,” says 
Erin West, Principal 
at Green Ridge. “The 
first week of school 
sets the tone for the 
rest of the year.” With 
the first round of inter-
im reports going out in 
less than two weeks, 
our students have hit 
the ground running!

Earlier this year, the 
students and staff of 
Page Street Elemen-
tary learned that they 
had received a $3,000 
grant from the NC 
Community Foun-
dation for their Care 
Closet. The Care Clos-
et provides clothes, 
toiletries, and other 
essential items to stu-
dents in need. Thanks 
to generous donations 
from the Montgom-
ery Fund, Communi-
ties in Schools, and 
FirstHealth, the Care 
Closet is stocked with 
everything from back-
packs to socks and 
undergarments. “We 
officially started the 

Montgomery County 
School’s after-school 
program is in full 
swing! Elementary 
students across the 
county have the oppor-
tunity to receive home-
work help and engage 
in fun enrichment ac-
tivities every day af-
ter school until 5:30 
PM. Registering for 
the program costs only 
$10! Attending 1-3 
days a week costs $65/
month, while attending 
4-5 days a week costs 
$100/month. If you 
have questions, or are 
interested in enroll-
ing your child, contact 
your child’s school 
for more information!

Care Closet this year 
after seeing the need 
last year,” says Lau-
ra Dawkins, Instruc-
tional Facilitator. “We 
don’t want students to 
ever feel embarrassed 
or worry about their 
clothing or other es-
sential items.” With 
these items on hand, 
students no longer 
lose valuable instruc-
tional time waiting for 
a change of clothes. 
“We want them to 
know that Page Street 
cares about them, even 
when they go home.  
We have a great staff 
and great community 
that makes our stu-
dents a top priority.”
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I came across a 
number recently that 
shocked me. Our 
curriculum team, 
under the leader-
ship of Wade Au-
man, does an excel-
lent job managing 
data and working 

on various grants to 
benefit our students. 
I can tell you that 
our core curriculum 
team - which con-
sists of Terri Absher, 
Emily Shaw, Vance 
Thomas, and Jes-
sica Lowder, along 
with Operations 
team members Jes-
salyn Spell and AJ 
Whitesell under the 
direction of Dr. Tra-
cy Grit - can manage 
data and write grants 
with the best of them. 
As part of that grant 
writing process, we 
must compile mas-

sive amounts of 
data and turn it into 
a cohesive, well-re-
searched, and con-
cisely written grant 
application. We just 
submitted a grant 
that will benefit stu-
dents for years to 
come. We are excit-
ed about the possi-
bilities.

While I wanted 
to take the time to 
shout out to some 
of our valuable team 
members that you 
might overlook be-
hind the scenes, 
you may be asking: 

what is that shock-
ing number? That 
number is 32%. That 
is the number of stu-
dents in Montgom-
ery County Schools 
who missed 18 or 
more school days 
last year. Almost one 
in three. Almost 1/3. 
No matter how you 
express it, 18 is a 
shocking number of 
school days missed 
by a large percent-
age of our students.

Anyone can tell 
you that instruction-
al time is precious. 
I know we are still 

dealing with the 
pandemic and can-
not control quaran-
tine times. We can-
not always prevent 
sickness. However, 
when you look at the 
instructional time 
lost to student ab-
sences, it is clear that 
we need to improve. 
I will never advo-
cate for sending a 
sick child to school. 
I will never advocate 
for there to be no 
consequences, such 
as out-of-school sus-
pension, when such 
discipline is war-

ranted. We need to 
improve in this area 
to get the results we 
all want to see.

Therefore, please 
do everything pos-
sible to ensure your 
child is in school 
when they are sup-
posed to be there. 
Coming out of this 
pandemic, we need 
more instructional 
time with our stu-
dents - now more 
than ever.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Passed by Congress 
in 2010, HR 275 
designates the week 
beginning with the 
second Sunday in 
September as Na-
tional Arts in Edu-
cation Week. During 
this week, commu-
nities across the 
country showcase 
the impact of the 
arts in education. In 
Montgomery Coun-
ty, teachers found 
creative ways to in-
corporate art into 

their lessons, even if 
they aren’t art teach-
ers! While some stu-
dents painted, mold-
ed clay, and sketched 
still life drawings, 
others practiced mu-
sical instruments 
and rehearsed for 
school plays. “Art 
is a crucial part of 
a well-rounded edu-
cation,” says Sonia 
Johnston, elementa-
ry art teacher. “Se-
quencing, identify-
ing main ideas, and 

finding details are 
all skills reinforced 
in art class that 
help students suc-
ceed in their other 
classrooms.” Many 
students even drew 
inspiration from 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month by drawing 
sombreros, maracas, 
and other hispan-
ic cultural symbols. 
Overall, Montgom-
ery County Schools 
had a fantastic week 
of arts in education!
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The Girls As Pearls 
(G.A.P.) program at 
Mt. Gilead Elemen-
tary was established 
last year to foster 
mentorships with 
4-5th grade students. 
The G.A.P. program 
is the mentoring arm 
of the SWING PHI 
SWING, Inc. Social 
Fellowship. Girls 
As Pearls encourag-
es young students to 
become advocates at 
home, in school, and 
in their communi-
ties. Last year, G.A.P. 
mentored 8 young la-
dies, and they hope 
to nearly double their 
impact this year by 
mentoring 15 young 
girls. “In G.A.P. I 
learned  to be my own 
best friend, which is 

me being positive to 
myself,” says Skylar 
Quick, 5th grader. “I 
tell myself that no 
matter what just be 
yourself!” Once or 
twice a month, the 
G.A.P. girls gather 
together for group 
meetings, enrichment 
activities, etiquette 
workshops, and com-
munity service proj-
ects. “Thanks to the 
G.A.P. program, our 
young girls learn the 
value of self-love and 
self-respect,” says 
Adriane Clarett, As-
sistant Principal at 
Mt. Gilead. “Our stu-
dents feel supported 
and empowered, and 
continue to succeed 
in school and beyond 
as a result!”
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We had a great day 
for golf last week as 
many in our commu-
nity participated in 
the golf tournament 
to support Commu-

nities In Schools of 
Montgomery Coun-
ty. The tournament 
was played at the 
Old North State Club 
and it felt like a very 
hot summer day out 
there! Where is that 
cooler weather we 
all are longing for?

I think Katie 
Hursey and her staff 
did a fantastic job 
running the tourna-
ment. The course 
was beautiful and 
the money raised 

to support CIS will 
help many students 
in Montgomery 
County Schools. Our 
partnership with CIS 
is a very important 
one and they work 
so hard to provide so 
many things for our 
students. I also want 
to give a shout-out to 
Susanna Kornegay 
with MCS for her 
work to support the 
effort. To put on a 
successful event like 
a golf tournament 

takes a lot of work 
from many people.

As previously men-
tioned, Communities 
In Schools provides 
so much to help our 
students. They pro-
vide support special-
ists at every level in 
Montgomery County 
Schools, from ele-
mentary all the way 
to high school. The 
support specialists 
do a great job of 
making connections 
with kids and help-

ing them recognize 
that high school 
graduation is a crit-
ical step in their 
future success. As 
our graduation rate 
continues to be well 
above the state av-
erage and approach 
96%, it is clear that 
the results speak for 
themselves.

When you add ad-
ditional support pro-
grams like the Back 
Pack Pals - which 
provides food to 

children who would 
otherwise not have 
food - the value of 
CIS is very evident. 
Thanks to the many 
who continue to 
support this valu-
able work. The golf 
is just a bonus. The 
true value is what 
the funds raised will 
do for children.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Golfing For Kids

Hispanic Heritage Month

September 15th 
to October 15th is 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Our stu-
dents are learning 
about the rich his-
tory of the Span-
ish-speaking world, 
and the incredible 
contributions His-
panic people have 
made to our com-
munities. At Star 
Elementary, Jewel 
Hussey, Verenise 
Valdovinos, and 
Maria Delgado pre-

pared a full spread 
of Hispanic foods 
for the staff to enjoy. 
Carnitas and beef ta-
cos were paired with 
countless toppings 
and sides like pur-
ple slaw, spicy salsa, 
and rice. Homemade 
conchitas, tres leches 
cake, and flan were 
also included as de-
licious desserts! On 
the other side of the 
county, students at 
Montgomery Central 
learned how to make 

On September 19th, Central Office staff 
and community members took part in the 
13th annual Golf Tournament at Old North 
State Club in New London, NC. The tour-
nament is organized by Communities In 
Schools (CIS) as a fundraiser for Mont-
gomery County students. This year, 26 
teams competed for the top spot. With the 
help of players and sponsors, CIS also col-
lected school supplies to be distributed to 
our schools. “This tournament serves as a 
wonderful fundraiser,” says Katie Hursey, 
Executive Director of CIS. “Thanks to the 
players who donated in exchange for a 
fun-spirited game of golf, our students will 
continue to succeed with our support!”

tortillas with the help 
of Iris Robledo and 
her mother, Irma. 
“Food brings every-
one together,” says 
Delgado. “Food can 
teach you a lot about 
a people: their histo-
ry, their customs, and 
their values.” With 
such a diverse stu-
dent and staff popu-
lation, Montgomery 
County Schools will 
no doubt be celebrat-
ing all month long 
and beyond!


